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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Rueben Murrell property was entered on CERCLIS on February 10, 1989 as a 
result of a request for discovery notice submitted by the State of Illinois. 
This property is located at the junction of Twin Lakes Road and Hill Road, 
Township 16 North, Range 1 East, Section 22, Decatur Illinois, Macon County. 

In 1982, the Macon County Health Department received a complaint stating that 
property north of Rueben Murrell's residence was being used as a refuse 
disposal area. According to the health department there have been several 
complaints in reference to this area in the past several years. Combustible 
and non-combustible rubbish, bulky wastes, construction and demolition wastes, 
and non-putrescible industrial waste was reportedly dumped in the pasture 
north of the Murrell residence. Allegedly Mr. and Mrs. Murrell were 
responsible for the dumping. The Murrell's have lived at their residence in 
Decatur since, at least, 1977. 

A site reconnaissance inspection was conducted on September 19, 1989. The 
property north of the Murrell's residence is a lot that extends over 
approximately 17 acres. The Murrells pasture their horses here, and have 
bordered the area with a fence. Two circular areas, approximately 15 feet in 
diameter, were stockpiled with bags of mowed grass. Some scattered garbage 
was noted, but wasn't apparent in a significant amount. Three automobiles and 
a piece of machinery are stored in this area. A small pool, probably created 
by rainwater, was noted in the pasture also. The pasture is bordered by 
woodland areas on the south, east and west sides. Residential housing borders 
the Murrell's house on the east and west sides. Along the south wall of the 
garage, 2 empty approximacely 35 gallon drums were noted. Some oil has been 
spilled in this area, possibly from oil changes, leaking/spilled drums, or 
automotive repairs. 

No Leaking drums were observed on the property at this time. Decatur's 
population of 94,081 obtains water primarily from Lake Decatur located 
approximately five miles east of the site. Two drift wells are used to 
supplement the supply. These wells are drilled to a depth of 244-255 feet and 
are finished in a sand and gravel aquifer. Both wells are located 
approximately 18 miles northeast of the site. Within the vicinity of the site, 
most of the surrounding rural community relies on Lake Decatur or private 
wells for their primary source of drinking water. 

Drainage from the site flows south towards the Sangamon River. On the north 
side of the property, the land elevation declines slightly, therefore some 
drainage could flow north also. The sangamon River is located approximately 
three-eighths of a mile from the site. The river is used for recreational 
purposes such as fishing and boating. 
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Due to the groundwater usage in the area and the possible faulty containment 
of oil or oil products, this site under the Hazard Ranking System Evaluation, 
is recommended for further investigation. 
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REFERENCES 

1. Macon County Health Department, Violation Notification, March 26, 
1982, in regard to Rueben Murrell 's property at the intersection 
of Twin Lakes and Hill Road. 
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MACON COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
1085 SOUTH MAIN STREET • PHONE 423-6988 • DECATUR, ILLINOIS 62521 

IIEFEAENCE NUTMIE- Irzior 

April 2, 1982 

Mr. Rueben Murrell 
R.R.#8, Box 153 
Decatur,Illinois 62522 

Dear Mr. Murrell; 

This letter is to clarify the locations of the two 
properties noted on a letter sent to you by this office on 
March 26,1982, Those locations were incorrect. Also, the 
date on the letter should have been 1982, not 1981. The two 
locations sited should be; 

1. The NE o 
Twi-n---;Lakes-ROid--- and -Hil-1--Road'. 

2, South of the intersection of Joynt Road 
and Hill Road. 

1 am sorry for any inconvenience this may have caused; 
however, it is still expected that the conditions of the first 
letter be met on time. 

Yours truly, 

Jerry C. Andrews 
Director of Environmental 
Health 

c_TEPJA - Land Pollution 
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March 26, 198)_ 

ECEIMEE 

APR 0 5 1982 

Mr. Rueben Murrell 
R.R,#8, Box 153 
Decatur,Illinois 62522 

_.111 • I 1,14; • • s.  

" STATI t7, P LINO'S . 
pc. /145- e-e - 

b 
Dear Mr. Murrell: 

On 3/23/82 an inspection was made of your property located 
at the N E corner of Kenney Road and Hill Roadl, And S of the 
intersection of Hill Road and Twin Lakes Roadv,,,at that time it 
was seen that there was a considerable amount of refuse, 
combustible and non-combustible rubbish, bulky wastes, construc-
tion and demolition wastes, and non-putrescible industrial waste 
at both sites. At that time pictures were taken, This constitutes 
a violation of Article 4, sections 1 and 5 of the Macon County 
Refuse Ordinance listed below: 

1. No person, firm or corporation shall discharge, 
deposit, dump or place any refuse, or cause or permit 
the discharging, depositing, dumping or placing of 
any refuse, on any premises in Macon County, Illinois, 
other than a refuse disposal area for which an Annual 
Refuse Area License is issued and in force at the 
time of such discharging, depositing, dumping or 
placing of refuse. 

5. No refuse disposal area shall be operated with-.  
out a license as herein provided, and no licensed 
refuse disposal area shall be operated contrary to 
the plans submitted in the application for license, 
utilizing any method of operation other than that 
specified in said application for license, in any 
unsanitary manner or contrary to any reasonable 
directive in writing so as to permit noxious fumes 
or odors, dust, smoke, noise or the scattering by 
wind or otherwise of any refuse outside the premises 
whereon such disposal area is located. 

The above referenced material must either be removed, or 
covered with two feet of compacted earth within 30 days, or any 
or all of the following legal action will be instituted: 



a. Suspension cf any license held under the 
provisions of the Macon County, Illinois Refuse 
Ordinance. 

b. Fine of not less than $10.00 nor more than 
$200 per day. 

c. Both of the above. 

Your immediate cooperation in abating these nuisances will 
be appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

iitettetj 

Richard V. Rosetto 

(
anitarian 

:—/J 
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cc: Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 
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